THE DAILY HERALD, Monday, March 3, 2025

21

MEETINGS OF THE WEEK
March 3 -7, 2025

Monday, March 3, 2025 — CCAD 02 — 14:00 hrs.

The agenda points are:

1. Discussion on the proposal for action following the Kingdom Charter Expert
Panel Discussion (15/842/2022-2023 dated June 8, 2023)

This agenda point was requested by MP S.A. Wescot-Williams.

2. Appeal to Parliament for a Consultative Referendum on Independence for
Sint Maarten (1S/457/2024-2025 dated January 13, 2025)

Tuesday, March 4, 2025 — CVSA 03 - 10:30 hrs.

The agenda point is:

Discussion on citizen draft initiative national ordinance to amend the National
Ordinance limiting tobacco use of March 15, 2013 (1S/1004/2023-2024 dated
August 14, 2024)

Wednesday, March 5, 2025 — Cont. CLU 03 — 11:00 hrs.

The agenda point is:

Discussion with the Minister of Finance on the report from the General Audit
Chamber “Audit into the process of Ex Officio Tax Assessments” (IS/728/2022-
2023) (1ISM1077/2022-2023 dated September 6, 2023)

This meeting was requested by MP S.A. Wescot-Williams.

The Minister of Finance will be present.

MEETING WEEK RECAP
February 17 - 21, 2025

OV 07 - Monday, February 17, 2025

Public meeting of Parliament regarding the draft National Ordinance containing
rules on higher education, and the second voting on a draft motion submitted by
Member A.M.R. Irion regarding a referendum on independence for Sint Maarten.
Agenda point 3 regarding the Draft National Ordinance containing rules on higher
education, was postponed upon request of the Minister.

Status: Meeting adjourned.

CVROMI 03 - Tuesday, February 18, 2025

The Committee of Public Housing, Spatial Planning, Environment & Infrastructure
of Parliament met with Representatives of the Nature Foundation for a
presentation by the Nature Foundation on a draft Ordinance to be submitted to
Government to formalize the protections of Marine areas and Species.

Status: Meeting closed.

OV 10 - Wednesday, February 19, 2025

Public meeting of Parliament for deliberations with the Minister of Public Housing,
Spatial Planning Environment and Infrastructure (VROMI) regarding the status of
the draft policy on land issuance.

Status: Meetling closed.

MEETING WEEK RECAP
(Preparation Week)
February 24 - 28, 2025

CF 05 - Monday, February 24, 2025

The Committee of Finance of Parliament met with representatives of the Central
Bank of Curagao & Sint Maarten for a presentation by the CBCS regarding the
Caribbean Guilder.

Status: Meeting closed.

CC 13 - Monday, February 24, 2025

Central Committee meeting of Parliament regarding the approval of delegations
of Parliament to travel and participate in Parlatino meetings in March 2025 &
IPKO and Tripartite meetings in June 2025

Status: Meeting closed.
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LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

Parliament plays a crucial role as co-legislator. According to article 82 of the Constitution,
national ordinances shall be enacted jointly by the Government and Parliament. National
ordinances contain general binding regulations which in certain cases have far reaching
consequences for the citizens of the country, for example the raising of taxes and

criminalizing certain behavior.

These types of decisions cannot be taken lightly and require a lot of preparation before
these decisions are laid down in a national ordinance. The procedure to establish a national
ordinance can be found in Chapter 6 of the Constitution and is briefly described below:

LEGISLATIVE PROCESS

NATIONAL ORDINANCE INITIATED BY
MEMBER(S) OF PARLIAMENT

A National ordinance is drafted by
a Member(s) of Parliament

| M|

The Member(s) of Parliament submits the draft
national ordinance to Parliament to be sent
directly to the Council of Advice

| M|

Copies are also sent to the other
Members of Parllament and the Government

| M |

The Council of Advice renders an advice on the
draft national ordinance

| M |
The Member(s) of Parliament reacts on the advice
in a so called “reactie” and makes changes to the
draft national ordinance if necessary

| M |

The"reactie” (and the adjusted draft) is submitted
to Parliament

| M |

The draft national ordianance is discussed in a
Central Committee Meeting in which the Member(s)
of Parliament may or may not be invited to answer
the questions of other Members of Parliament
| M|

A report ("verslag”) will be made and sent to the
Government with questions and reactions on the
draft
| M|

The Member(s) of Parliament will react in a “nota
naar aanleiding van het verslag” and if necessary one
or more memorandums of modification ("nota’s van
wijziging”) can be submitted

The draft national ordinance is then discussed
in a Public meeting of Parliament in which the
Member(s) of Parliament will answer questions
(during the whole process it is advisable for the
Member(s) of Parliament to have the Minister
who is ultimately responsbile for the execution
of the law be involved in order to prevent thata
draft national ordinance is created that
contradicts the policies of said Minister)

| M |

Members of Parliament can submit amen. nts

| M|

After the deliberations on the draft national
ordinance come to an end, the voting takes place

| M |

If the draft national ordinance is accepted, it is sent
for ratification to the Government.

| M |

If the Government wishes to ratify the draft national

ordinance, it is sent to the Governor for signing after

which it cosigned by the Minister responsible for its
execution

NATIONAL ORDINANCE INITIATED BY
GOVERNMENT

A National ordinance is drafted upon the request
of a Minister

"

The Minister submits the draft national ordinance to
the Council of Ministers for approval to
subsequently be sent to the Council of Advice

U

If the Council of Ministers agrees, the draft national
ordinance will be sent to the Council of Advice
through the Governor

¥

The Council of Advice renders an advice on the draft
national ordinance

"

The Minister reacts on the advice in a so called
“nader rapport” and makes changes to the draft
national ordinance if necessary

4

The Minister submits the draft national ordinance
once more to the Council of Ministers for approval
to be sent to Parliament

¥

If the Council of Ministers agrees the draft national
ordinance will be sent to Parliament through the
Governor

I

The draft national ordinance is discussed in a Cen-
tral Committee meeting in which the Minister may
or may not be invited

'

A report ("verslag”) will be made and sent to the
Government with questions and reactions on the
draft

v
Government will react in a“nota naar aanleiding van
het verslag” and if necessary one or more
memorandums of modification
("nota’s van wijziging”) can be submitted

'

The draft national ordinance is then discussed in a
Public meeting of Parliament in which the responsible
Minister is present

"

Members of Parliament can submit amendments

¥

After deliberations on the draft national ordinance
come to an end, the voting takes place

If the draft national ordinance is approved,
Parliament sends a notification to the Governor
that it has approved the draft and is signed by the
Governor and cosigned by the Minister responisble
for its execution

The Ombudsman has a period of 6 weeks to review a national
ordinance that has been ratified (signed by both Governor and
responsible Minister)

The Minister of General Affairs is responsible for the publication of
the national ordinance in the Official publication in order for the
public to take note of it

The date of entering into force is regulated most of the time in the

national ordinance itself
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