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Transform your living Space 
with Mobalpa

store actively engages in 
eco-friendly practices, en-
suring that their products 
not only better your home 
but also contribute to a 
greener planet.

Step into Mobapla Saint-
Martin, where you can see 
the “signature” kitchen 
model in person. It is no 
wonder that this kitchen is 

a bestseller: it is a testament 
to Mobalpa’s craftsmanship 
and attention to detail. And 
fret not if your space is on 
the smaller side, Mobalpa’s 
staff specialises in made-to-
measure work, meaning any 
model can be adapted to 
suit your unique space.

Mobalpa’s dedicated ex-
perts are here to guide you 

every step of the way of 
your home transformation. 
Whether you’re revamp-
ing your kitchen, creating a 
luxurious bathroom, or op-
timising your storage space, 
Mobalpa Saint-Martin is the 
place-to-be.

Discover Mobalpa Saint-
Martin and let yourself be 
inspired by the art of well-
thought-out, beautifully 
designed living. Mobalpa is 
located in Bellevue and is 
open Monday to Friday from 
9:00am to 6:00pm (with a 
lunch break from 12:30 to 
2:00pm) and on Saturday 
from 9:00am to 12 noon. To 
contact Mobalpa, call +590-
590-512-679 for more infor-
mation.

sires. From the choice of 
materials to the layout, eve-
ry aspect is carefully consid-
ered to ensure your space 
reflects your personality 
and lifestyle.

Innovation is at the core of 
what Mobalpa does. The 
new collection boasts four 
stunning kitchen models, 
each incorporating the lat-
est technologies to make 
everyday life easier and 
more enjoyable. From in-
telligent home automation 
to ingenious storage solu-
tions, Mobalpa is constantly 
pushing the boundaries of 
design.

Sustainability is an impor-
tant factor for Mobalpa. 
That is why the furniture 

Elevate your home with 
Mobalpa Saint-Martin, 
the epitome of modern 
kitchens, bathrooms, and 
storage solutions. For dec-
ades, Mobalpa has been 
synonymous with innova-
tion and excellence, craft-
ing spaces that seamlessly 
blend functionality with 
aesthetics.

At Mobalpa, tradition 
meets modernity, 
resulting in prod-

ucts that are not only aes-
thetically pleasing but are 
also built to last. Mobalpa’s 
commitment to quality can 
be found in every little de-
tail, from the ergonomic 
design of the kitchens to the 
sophistication of the bath-
room collections.

But Mobalpa is more than 
just furniture – it’s a com-
mitment to tailor-making 
living spaces that cater to 
your unique needs and de-
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Salt can be a common cul-
prit for causing damage 
to a whole array of con-
struction materials and 
household items, partic-
ularly for properties near 
beaches or coastline. On 
any small island in the 
region, that translates 
to it being quite the com-
mon concern. Even if you 
don’t live near the shore-
line, salt in the air can 
still be a concern, even 
if it takes a longer while 
for the effects to become 
apparent. From electri-
cal appliances to fixtures 
and outdoor structures, 
you can take preventive 
measures to protect these 
items from salt-related 
damage.

Electrical appliances

Salt can cause corrosion 
and rust on electrical ap-
pliances, leading to a 
shorter lifespan, malfunc-
tions and even potential 
safety hazards. Protect 
electrical appliances by 
wiping down appliances 
regularly with a damp 
cloth to remove any salt 
residue, using appliance 
wax or a protective coating 
to create a barrier against 
salt damage, and ensuring 

that outdoor appliances are 
covered when not in use to 
reduce exposure to salt.

Fixtures and fittings

Fixtures and fittings, such as 
handles and hinges, are es-
pecially susceptible to cor-
rosion from salt exposure. 
Protect them by applying 
a rust-resistant coating or 
paint to metal fixtures and 
fittings, rinsing them with 
fresh water from time to 
time to remove salt residue. 
Try to use corrosion-resis-
tant materials for fixtures 
and fittings if salt damage is 
of particular concern where 
you live.

Protecting materials against salt damage

Look up materials that you 
are interested in to see if 
they are resistant. Some are 
tricky, since it may depend 

on base metals, finishes, 
or other factors. For ex-
ample, polished chrome is 
a good option if used on 
a solid brass base metal, 
but not if used on a zamak 
base metal. Solid brass is 
a good option but only if 
unlacquered. Aluminium 
and plain cast iron are not 
recommended (painted 
cast iron being a popular 
option on the island). Note 
that stainless steel is rust-
resistant, but with limits, 
and it comes in different 
grades. Grade 316 is good 
for use outdoors, but can 
still develop some rust. The 
other two grades common-
ly used for homes (201 and 
304) should not be used for 
exteriors.

Wrought iron gates and 
outdoor structures

Wrought iron gates primar-
ily need to be protected from 
moisture and oxygen, so pro-
tection needs to be in place 
whether they are exposed to 
high levels of salt air or not, 
however salt still accelerates 
corrosion, so we’ve included 
them on the list. Apply a pro-
tective sealant, such as ma-
rine paint or a commercial 
oil-based sealant, to create 
a barrier against moisture, 
oxygen, and salt.

Windows and glass surfaces

Salt residue can accumulate 
on windows and glass sur-
faces, leading to etching and 

deterioration. To prevent 
this, clean them regularly 
to remove salt build up, 
apply a glass protectant or 
sealant to create a barrier, 
and use tempered or lami-
nated glass for windows in 
high-concern areas.

Concrete Walls And Sur-
faces

Salt can cause concrete 
to deteriorate over time, 
leading to cracks and 
structural issues. Protect 
concrete walls and surfac-
es by coating the surface 
with a waterproofing seal-
ant, and repairing cracks 
to prevent further deterio-
ration.
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Curtains aren’t just win-
dow dressings; they’re 
an essential element in 
interior design that can 
transform any space. 
Whether you’re looking 
to add warmth, privacy, 
or a touch of elegance to 

The art of hanging curtains
your home, selecting the 
right curtains and hanging 
them correctly can make 
all the difference. Let’s ex-
plore choosing the perfect 
curtains, from size and 
fabric to hardware and in-
stallation techniques.

Choosing the right size
Before you can hang your 
curtains, you need to deter-
mine the correct size. Start 
by measuring the width of 
your window frame. For a 
classic look, your curtains 
should be about twice the 
width of the window to al-
low for ample gathering 
when they’re pulled closed. 
Measure the length from 
the top of the window frame 
to where you want the cur-
tains to fall – whether that’s 
just below the sill, to the 
floor, or pooling gracefully 
for a luxurious effect.

Selecting the ideal fabric
The fabric you choose for 
your curtains can signifi-
cantly impact the overall 
ambiance of your space. 
Light, airy fabrics like linen 
or sheer voile are perfect for 
filtering natural light and 
creating a soft and romantic 
ambiance. Heavier fabrics 
such as velvet or brocade 
add richness and depth, 
ideal for formal spaces or 
rooms where you want to 
create a luxurious atmo-
sphere. Consider the func-
tionality you need when 
selecting your fabric. For 
example, blackout curtains 
are preferable for bedrooms 
to block out unwanted light 

a modern look, sleek metal 
rods with minimalist fini-
als are an excellent choice, 
while ornate wooden rods 
can add a touch of tradition-
al elegance. Be sure to select 
a rod that’s sturdy enough to 
support the weight of your 
curtains, especially if you’re 
using heavy fabrics or extra-
long panels.

Installing your curtains
Now that you are done 
shopping, it’s time to hang 
your new curtains with pre-
cision. Here are some tips 
for a flawless installation:
•Proper height: Hang your 
curtain rod at least 2-4 inch-
es above the window frame 
to create the illusion of 
height and make the room 
feel larger.
•Ample width: Extend the 
curtain rod several inches 
beyond the width of the 
window frame to allow the 
curtains to hang freely when 
pulled closed, prevent-
ing light from seeping in 
through the sides.
•Even hemlines: For a pol-
ished and elegant look, en-
sure that the bottom of your 
curtains graze the floor. If 
you’re using multiple pan-
els, take care to align the 
hemlines for a seamless ap-
pearance.
•Secure mounting: Use wall 
anchors or brackets to se-
curely mount the curtain 
rod, especially if you’re in-
stalling it on drywall. This 
will prevent sagging or bow-
ing over time.
•Finishing touches: Once 
your curtains are hung, con-
sider adding decorative tie-
backs or hold backs to keep 
them neatly in place when 
open, or opt for stylish cur-
tain rings for easy gliding.

and promote better sleep.

Adding hardware
Once you’ve chosen your 
curtains, it’s time to select 
the right hardware to hang 
them. Curtain rods come 
in a variety of materials, 
including wood, metal, and 
acrylic, each offering its 
own aesthetic appeal. For 
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Cole Bay Glass & Mir-
ror (CBG) is your go-to 
resource for all things 
glass – specialising in 
precision glass and mir-
ror cutting. Now conveni-
ently located in Cole Bay, 
CBG serves the whole 
island with quality and 
style. With a wide range 
of dimensions and glass 
types, along with expert 
craftsmanship, you’ll be 

Transform your space with the beauty 
and versatility of glass

~ Cole Bay Glass & Mirror ~
able to make your project 
vision come true.

CBG’s products and services 
are tailored to your unique 
needs, offering custom cut-
ting solutions for glass and 
mirrors. The company takes 
pride in both its craftsman-
ship and innovation – pro-
viding top-notch glass so-
lutions that meet and even 
exceed your expectations.

Whether you’ll transform 
your home or business 
space with added function-
ality and style with a glass-
or-mirror based project, 
CBG has got you covered 
from custom statement mir-
rors, to glass sliding doors, 
to shower screens and 
tempered glass doors with 
locks. Here’s a quick over-
view of what’s on offer.
 

The team at CBG welcomes you in its surprisingly 
cosy meeting room, nestled above the warehouse. 
You’ll be able to view samples that help you to visu-
alise your projects. A custom frosted glass door is 

seen on the left.

Custom glasswork: From 
elegant LED mirrors designs 
to custom float and laminat-
ed glass pieces, CGB’s work 
is tailored to your unique 
preferences and space re-
quirements.
 
Shower screens: Elevate 
your bathroom with the 
range of shower screens, 
available in both clear and 
etched acid tempered glass, 
adding a touch of sophisti-
cation and functionality to 
your space.
 
Glass doors: Step into mo-
dernity with tempered glass 
doors, offering a sleek look 
in a variety of shades to 
complement your interior 
décor.

Suspended sliding shower 
doors: They elevate your 
bathrooms, finish them 
off with elegant black or 
chrome accessories.
 
Diverse hardware acces-
sories: Personalise instal-
lations with CBG’s selec-
tion of hardware in various 

finishes – from chic matte 
black and sophisticated 
chrome to luxurious gold, 
pristine white, and more.
 
U-Channels: Complete 
your projects with our U-
channel accessories avail-
able in gold, white, black, 
and chrome finishes, ensur-
ing a perfect fit and finish. 

Feel free to visit CGB to ex-
plore these offerings and 

discover how the team can 
transform your space with 
the beauty and versatility 
of glass. E-mail colebay-
glass@gmail.com, call/ 
WhatsApp 58-GLASS 
(45277), visit www.cole-
bayglass.com or check 
out CBG at Well Road #9 
in Cole Bay, in the Jobco 
Complex, unit 6 (next to 
MNA Auto-Parts) between 
8:00am and 4:00pm.Cole Bay Glass & Mirror is conveniently located in the Jobco Complex, 

next to MNA Auto-Parts.
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By Claudienne Peterson

I’m not a very technical 
lady, but was very pleas-
antly surprised when I 
went to visit Havin’s Ma-
rine. First off, it’s not JUST 
a marine-based shop, 
although a large part of 
his clientele comes from 
the marine industry. You 
will find anything, mostly 
custom-made and suited 
to you at this place; Havin 
has all the tools, machines 
and metals ready to make 
all your design-functional 
dreams come true!

At the shop, you can 
create from scratch 
or repair any item, 

from exacting stainless steel 
frames, pull-pits/push-pits, 
boarding ladders, biminis 
or canopies right through to 

highly specified and exact-
ing repair works on custom 
components, seals, bush-
ings and bearings. 

Havin’s team works with 
aerospace materials, in-
cluding Titanium, as well as 
more conventional materi-
als such as high grade stain-
less steel, aluminium, delrin 
and nylon.
The shop itself is a “job 
shop.” Seeing the question 
mark on my face, Havin the 
owner explained that if an 
order comes in, the shop 
must have the capability of 
making that order to make 
that item; it’s a full custom 
(machine/welding) shop. 

The bulk of what they do is 
for the marine industry as 
stated earlier, and a lot of 
Havin’s clients are from the 
mega yachts, superyachts, 
others in the boat industry, 
and neighbouring islands 
like Saba, Statia, Nevis and 
Tortola, all the way down to 
Grenada.

They have a small tight team 
of three, and that works for 
them. Havin showed me 
some examples of what they 
do – a lot of repair jobs for 
car engine heads, for ex-
ample, which tend to get 
warped here on the island 

when not properly taken 
care of or maintained. They 
weld them then resurface 
them. 

He also showed me a part 
of a trellis for a property; 
it was an extremely sturdy 
piece that would have a can-
vas canopy above. Havin 
explained that his shop only 
deals in the highest qual-
ity metals – no “made in 
China” here. They also work 
a lot with exotic metals; his 
aim is to always have the 
highest quality work on in-
ternational standards! 

So much can be done at 
Havin’s; the possibilities are 
endless. I saw all kinds of 
metal fittings and parts, not 
just for cars, motorcycles or 
yards, but for boats as well. 
In the beginning stage of his 
business, there was more 
focus on custom pieces for 
motorcycles. After it started 
getting quite serious and on 
a high professional level, he 
met quite a few American 
celebrities, who are known 
for their craft. For example, 
when he did a trade test in 
a shop in California, Havin 
said he met Jesse James, 
who is known for his cus-
tom choppers, motorcycles. 
“I also met American Hot 
Rod stars Duane Mayer and 

MORE CHOICE IN UPGRADING 
(OR PLANNING) YOUR PROPERTY

~ REALISE YOUR VISION WITH MODERN HOMES ~
Customising your home or 
commercial space, whether 
you’re planning on build-
ing or renovating, is more 
in reach than ever with 
the help of Modern Homes. 
Co-owners Vaughn Ba-
hadur and Marc Morand 
present not just a wide 
range of products, many 
of them fully customis-
able, but offer essential 
guidance when it comes to 
getting things just right – 
curated, to your style, and 

within budget. 
Our team was certainly 
impressed by the selection 
of products on display. 
An oasis away from your 
run-of-the mill home de-
sign store, Modern Homes 
has a stunning variety of 
products, a selection you 
wouldn’t expect to encoun-
ter on the island. Modern 
Homes is a must-visit for 
anyone wanting to bring 
their dreams to reality, 
with truly unique possi-

bilities and excellent qual-
ity, to the likes of what you 
draw inspiration from 
on home design TV pro-
grammes and Pinterest.

The company can help 
to take the burden off 
of planning and de-

signing. Key to getting the 
most of the offerings is to 
approach Modern Homes 
early in the process so that 
the vast catalogue of prod-
ucts – in all available mate-
rials, colours and sizes – is 
available to you.

The company lets you vi-
sualise, plan, and achieve 
your ideal spaces. This is 
an infinitely better choice 
than settling for “whatever 
is available” while shop-
ping around on the island as 
your construction is near-
ing completion. Vaughn 
and Marc, who have years 
of experience in the trade, 
pride themselves on seeing 
to it that the local market is 
not forced to compromise 
between quality, selection 
and price. After all, these 
are long-term investments 
that have an impact on ev-
ery day life.

The Cole Bay store displays a 
beautiful selection of prod-
ucts, so that customers can 

browse and compare. How-
ever it’s simply a sampling 
of the truly vast variety of 
products that are available 
– thousands of them shown 
in the catalogues, as well as 
custom options, are within 
reach.

Fully customisable items, 
such as doors and shut-
ters, may take some eight 
to ten weeks to be shipped 
to the island – underlining 
the importance of planning 
ahead in order to get exactly 
what you envision. Modern 
Homes has direct contact 
with factories, which is es-
sential for customisation, 
and translates to keeping 
overhead costs low. Cus-
tomers with larger projects, 
such as outfitting a villa, 
also get extra discounts.

In store, you’ll be able to 
browse a wide selection of 
floor-, wall-, and mosaic-
tiles, hurricane shutters, in-
terior- and exterior-doors, 
glass doors and windows, 
and an exciting new expan-
sion to the product offering: 
a range of plumbing fixtures 
from Kohler. The company 
is also about to launch full 
kitchen ranges, both in 
American and European 
style lines.

continued on pg.9
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While taking on projects 
might seem overwhelming, 
in terms of planning, design 
choices, and budget, Marc 
points out that there’s really 
no need to do everything at 
once. Especially relevant for 
home owners wanting to el-
evate their spaces, it’s prac-
tical to break down projects 
into manageable steps, fo-
cusing for example on one 
area at a time.

If you have a holistic and re-
alistic vision of what is pos-
sible, and can narrow down 
your design preferences, 
renovations over the years 
will still turn out harmoni-
ous and cohesive. That’s the 
power of having profession-
al guidance, and a real plan. 
This approach also reduces 

MODERN HOMES continued from pg.8

the stress on finances, and 
gives customers confidence 
as they progress. The team 
at Modern Homes is dedi-
cated to making your goals 
achievable, in the most 
practical and least stressful 
way.

Kohler: bold & functional

The company recently ex-
panded its selection of 
plumbing fixtures, and is 
now the regional supplier 
for Kohler, a brand known 
for its bold design and du-
rability. Much of the show-
room hosts a beautiful va-
riety of Kohler plumbing 
fixtures, from faucets to 
sinks for both the bathroom 
and kitchen, to showers 
and toilets. There are styles 

to fit every taste, whether 
you’re traditional, eclectic, 
or modern. Select toilets 
and showers have smart 
features for ultimate conve-
nience. And it’s not all about 
looks – Kohler products are 
designed with function in 
mind, accommodate differ-
ent budgets, and are made 
to last, covered by a limited 
lifetime warranty.

Stunning doors

One element of home de-
sign, which is unfortunately 
sometimes an afterthought 
during construction, are 
the doors. Something as 
straightforward as choos-
ing great doors can have a 
stunning visual impact and 
instantly enhance the en-

tire property. At Modern 
Homes, you’re spoiled for 
choice when it comes to 
both interior and exterior 
doors that come in a variety 
of materials, compositions, 
colours and security lock 
features.

Take selecting a great front 
door, for example. The team 
will guide you in terms 
of the best options listed 
above, which depends on 
your unique conditions, and 
you’ll be able to get the per-
fect visual for your home. 
Send in a picture of your 
front door, including the 

surrounding area, and you’ll 
be able to pick from a pleth-
ora of options, instantly vi-
sualised, realistically and to 
perfect size, on the comput-
er screen. The options are 
infinite when all is consid-
ered, so you’ll have a unique 
front door that stands out, 
makes a great first impres-
sion, and fits your home 
perfectly.

The company serves many 
clients, from homes, to of-
fices, villas and a number of 
luxury hotels, in neighbour-
ing islands including An-
guilla, Saba, Statia, St. Kitts, 

Tortola, and St. Thomas. 
Shipping is no issue, and 
the company is the exclusive 
distributor in the region 
for some brands, including 
Kohler.

Modern Homes is located at 
#4 Orange Grove, Cole Bay. 
For more information, call 
+1-721-544-8820, +1-721-
520-2171, or +1-721-554-
2424; e-mail marc@mod-
ernhomesbv.com, vaughn@
modernhomesbv.com; or 
follow the company on Face-
book @modernhomesbv 
and Instagram @modern_
homes_bv_sxm.
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Everyone wants to eventu-
ally step into a peaceful 
abode that they can call 
their own home one day, 
but many of us find it dif-
ficult to come up with the 
start-up funds needed to 
embark on this journey.

Orco Bank has 
stepped up to the 
plate to help address 

this issue by introducing a 
new product that can help 
residents with the discipline 
needed to build the start-up 
funds required to purchase 
a home.

Coined “Smart Savings,” 
the product is tailored to 
help persons exercise self-
control when it comes to 
keeping their funds in the 
bank to grow to the desired 
amount that they need. 
Orco Bank’s Junior Account 
Executive Marvin Blyden 
tells us more about Smart 
Savings and Professional 
Savings Advisory.

Question: Can you tell us 
about Orco Bank’s new 
initiative towards promot-
ing savings in St Maarten?
Marvin Blyden: Absolutely! 

community. Its distinctive-
ness lies in its flexibility, at-
tractive interest rates, and 
the personalised assistance 
we provide. Customers ben-
efit from dedicated advice, 
creating savings plans that 
are tailored to their indi-
vidual financial goals and 
timelines. It’s this combina-
tion of personalised service 
and advantageous product 
features that ensures a suc-
cessful savings journey.

Question: Could you elab-
orate on the benefits and 
general conditions of the 
Smart Savings product?
Marvin Blyden: Certainly! 
Smart Savings offers several 
compelling benefits, includ-

ning of their savings journey 
or those looking to acceler-
ate their progress. Our pro-
gramme supports these as-
pirations with a structured, 
guided approach, equipping 
customers with the neces-
sary tools and advice for in-
formed financial decisions.

Question: Are there any 
success stories you can 
share from individuals 
who have benefited from 
this service?
Marvin Blyden: While spe-
cific customer details re-
main confidential, I can 
share that the impact of 
Smart Savings and our ad-
visory service has been sig-
nificant. For instance, we’ve 
had clients reach their goal 
of purchasing a home soon-
er than expected, thanks to 
the tailored savings strate-
gies and ongoing guidance 
from their advisor. Such 
stories validate our mission 
and inspire us to enhance 
our offerings continually.

Question: How can inter-
ested individuals sign up 
or learn more about Smart 
Savings and the Profes-
sional Savings Advisory 

At Orco Bank, we are excit-
ed to introduce our Smart 
Savings product, coupled 
with a Professional Sav-
ings Advisory service. This 
initiative aims to empower 
St. Maarten’s residents, aid-
ing them in achieving their 
dreams of purchasing their 
first or second home. It’s a 
strategic approach to sav-
ing, designed with purpose 
and practicality in mind.

Question: What makes 
Smart Savings stand out 
from other savings prod-
ucts in the market?
Marvin Blyden: Smart Sav-
ings is uniquely designed to 
support the home owner-
ship aspirations within our 

ing attractive interest rates 
and flexible withdrawal op-
tions, which are critical for 
those saving towards signif-
icant goals like home own-
ership. Additionally, per-
sonalised assistance from 
our professional savings 
advisors ensures custom-
ers have support tailored to 
their needs.
In terms of general condi-
tions, there are limitations 
to consider, such as with-
drawal restrictions to three 
times per month, ensuring 
that the focus remains on 
long-term savings. The at-
tractive interest rate is cal-
culated on the minimum 
quarterly balance, encour-
aging consistent saving. The 
product requires a mini-
mum start up deposit of 
NAf. 5,000.

Question: Who can ben-
efit from Smart Savings 
and the savings advisory 
service?
Marvin Blyden: Smart Sav-
ings and our advisory ser-
vice are ideal for anyone in 
St. Maarten aiming to pur-
chase their first or second 
home. It’s particularly suited 
for individuals at the begin-

service?
Marvin Blyden: Those inter-
ested in Smart Savings can 
learn more by visiting our 
branch in St. Maarten or by 
exploring our website at htt-
ps://www.orcobank.com/. 
We recommend schedul-
ing an appointment with a 
savings advisor to see how 
Smart Savings aligns with 
your financial objectives. 
Our team is eager to provide 
the assistance and informa-
tion necessary to start your 
journey toward smart sav-
ing for a home.

Closing thoughts:
Orco Bank remains dedi-
cated to enriching the 
St. Maarten community 
through financial education 
and innovative banking so-
lutions. With Smart Savings 
and our expert savings ad-
visory, we’re poised to sup-
port numerous home own-
ership success stories on our 
island.

Orco Bank N.V. is located at 
Union Road 139 F, Union 
Plaza in Cole Bay. Reach out 
to them at tel: +1-(721)-544-
4744.

Orco Bank’s Junior Account Executive Marvin Blyden.

Orco Bank tackles challenge to home ownership 
with ‘Smart Savings’
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Looking for a whimsical 
or trendy way to refresh 
your home? The “Color of 
the Year” announced by 
various design and paint 
companies, is a great way 
to see what colours are 
set to influence everything 
from home design, to fash-
ion, to graphic design and 
marketing campaigns. In-
fluential companies, espe-
cially The Pantone Color 
Institute, famous for its co-
lour-matching system, an-
nounce every year what co-
lour they predict will have 
a significant dominance in 
design trends. The colour 
is often chosen based on 
its perceived relevance to 
today’s societal attitudes, 
trends, and events.

It helps artists, designers 
and marketers alike to 
stay up-to-date and work 

within current sensibilities, 
why not use it as inspiration 

yourself? This year, it seems 
a wide range of soothing 
blues and earthy tones have 
been chosen as colours of 
the year, by different com-
panies. Here are some of the 
picks we’ve found.

Pantone: Peach Fuzz
“Peach Fuzz captures our 
desire to nurture ourselves 
and others,” says Pantone. 
“It’s a velvety gentle peach 
tone whose all-embracing 
spirit enriches mind, body, 
and soul.” According to 
Leatrice Eiseman, execu-
tive director of the Pantone 
Color Institute “In seeking 
a hue that echoes our in-
nate yearning for closeness 
and connection, we chose a 
colour radiant with warmth 
and modern elegance. A 
shade that resonates with 
compassion, offers a tactile 
embrace, and effortlessly 
bridges the youthful with 
the timeless.”

Sherwin-Williams: 
Upward
Referred to as a hint of sil-
ver lining, Upward is intro-
duced by Sherwin-Williams 
as “a breezy, blissful blue. 
The colour found when we 
slow down, take a breath, 
and allow the mind to clear.” 
Also described as “relaxed 
and carefree”, Upward is “a 
sunny-day shade for spaces 
brimming with positive en-
ergy, creative thinking, and 
total contentment.”

“Upward represents the 
gentle forward momentum 
in all of our lives,” says Sue 
Wadden, director of co-
lour marketing at Sherwin-
Williams. “It brings to life 
that carefree, sunny-day 
energy that elicits a notion 
of contentment and peace. 
With this colour, we in-
vite our consumers to take 
a pause and infuse a new 
sense of ease and possibil-

ity into their spaces – one 
that doesn’t overwhelm, but 
rather establishes medita-
tion and tranquillity.”

Use it as you would any 
neutral, for walls or ceil-
ings, and accenting with 
light, earth-tone accents. 
Pairs well with: Snowbound, 
Drift of Mist, Gale Force, 
Tricorn Black, Honeydew, 
Palm Leaf, and Antiquarian 
Brown.

HGTV Home by Sherwin-
Williams: Persimmon
Cheery Persimmon is de-
signed to bring lightness 
and energy to the gather-
ing spaces of your home. 
It’s bright without being 
overwhelming, thanks to 
neutral, pastel-like under-
tones that provide a warm, 
welcoming feel.

“Persimmon balances the 
energy of tangerine with 
grounded neutral under-
tones, making it perfect 
for spaces like living rooms 
and kitchens as it promotes 
positive relationships and 
conversation,” According to 
Sherwin-Williams’ Colour 
Marketing Manager Ash-
ley Banbury. “The beauti-
ful shade helps rejuvenate a 
space while bringing unique 
design visions to life.”

HGTV Home by Sherwin-
Williams also released a 
colour collection featur-
ing nine additional shades, 
which were designed to 
be effortlessly mixed and 
matched. It features bright 
citrus shades like Persim-
mon and Friendly Yellow, 
and calm neutrals, such as 
Cyberspace, Pearly White, 
and Softer Tan.

Rust-Oleum: 
Satin French Blue
A calming mid-tone blue 
was chosen as the brand’s 
spray paint colour of the 
year. Rust-Oleum’s Creative 
Producer Lindee Katdare 
said that Satin French Blue 
serves as a “tranquil oasis” 
that can revitalise tired fur-
niture pieces, or transform 
everyday objects into works 
of art.

Benjamin Moore: 
Blue Nov
“Violet and blue come to-
gether in this elevated, 
sumptuous hue” is how 
Benjamin Moore describes 
this rich, grounded blue. 
According to Andrea Mag-
no, the brand’s colour mar-
keting and development 
director, “Blue Nova 825 is 
an alluring mid-tone that 
balances depth and intrigue 
with classic appeal and reas-
surance.”

Benjamin Moore also re-
leased a 2024 colour trends 
report with other colours 
that complement the mix 
of modern and traditional 
if you’re looking for more 

Design inspiration: Colours of the Year

inspiration. Blue Nova also 
matches well with Paper 
White, Mount Saint Anne, 
Quincy Tan and Monterey 
White.

Pantone: Peach Fuzz. Brand photo.

Benjamin Moore: Blue Nova. Brand photo.

Rust-Oleum: Satin French Blue. Brand photo.

HGTV Home by Sherwin-Williams: Persimmon. Brand photo.

Sherwin-Williams: Upward. Brand photo.
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Nestled in the picturesque 
Nettle Bay, Mister Pool is 
a hub dedicated to all as-
pects of swimming pools 
and jacuzzis. The expan-
sive showroom spans over 
200 square meters and 
showcases a diverse ar-
ray of pool maintenance 
essentials, from state-of-
the-art robotic cleaners 
to invigorating outdoor 
showers. But it does not 
stop there! Mister Pool 
also boasts a selection of 
garden furnishings, spa 
amenities, and there is 
even a demo pool to in-
spire your outdoor haven.

Are you struggling 
with water qual-
ity? Let Mister Pool 

handle it. The expert staff 
provide comprehensive 
testing and analysis ser-
vices to pinpoint any issues. 
Utilising premium Bayrol 
products, Mister Pool can 
transform any pool into a 
crystal-clear oasis.

Recognizing that each cus-
tomer has different wants 
and needs, the team at Mis-
ter Pool offers a variety of 
wooden swimming pools 

Decluttering
Donate or discard unused items.
Sort through clothes, shoes and accessories.
Clear out kitchen cabinets and pantry of expired items.
Streamline bookshelves and entertainment centres.
 
Dusting
Dust surfaces including shelves, tables, and picture 
frames.
Clean light fixtures and ceiling fans.
Wipe down blinds and curtains.
Dust electronics and computer equipment.

Deep cleaning
Vacuum carpets and rugs thoroughly.
Sweep and mop hard floors.
Clean baseboards and trim.
Wash windows and mirrors.
Scrub kitchen appliances inside and out.
Clean behind and underneath furniture.

Kitchen
Wipe down counter tops and back splashes.
Clean inside cabinets and drawers.
Degrease stove and oven.
Sanitise sink and drain.
Defrost and clean refrigerator and freezer.

Bathroom
Scrub tiles and grout.
Clean and disinfect toilet, bathtub, and shower.
Organise and declutter cabinets and drawers.
Replace shower curtain liner if necessary.
Wash bath mats and towels.

Bedroom
Wash bedding, including sheets, pillowcases and com-
forters.
Vacuum and rotate mattresses.
Organise closets and drawers.
Dust and polish furniture.
Clean under the bed.

Outdoor spaces
Sweep and hose down porch, patio, or deck.
Clean outdoor furniture.
Prune bushes and trees.
Plant flowers or vegetables.
Clear gutters and down spouts.

Miscellaneous
Wash pet bedding and toys.
Dust and vacuum upholstery.
Clean and sanitise trash cans.
Check and replace batteries in smoke detectors.
Schedule professional services like carpet cleaning, 
gardening services, or pool maintenance if needed.

Finishing touches
Freshen up the home with air purifiers or natural air 
fresheners.
Add indoor plants for a touch of greenery.
Rearrange furniture for a new look and feel.
Treat yourself to a well-deserved break and admire 
your freshly cleaned home!

Spring Cleaning 101 
~ Your checklist to a clean home ~

in varying shapes – be it 
circular, square, or rectan-
gular – and sizes, catering 
to diverse backyard dimen-
sions.
 
Not only will Mister Pool 
sell you your dream pool, 
the staff specialises in 
seamless installation and 
landscaping solutions – tai-
lored to your budget while 
upholding unwavering 
quality standards.

Last, but certainly not least, 
Mister Pool now extends 
its expertise to pool main-
tenance services. Entrust 
the experts with the ongo-
ing care and upkeep of your 
pool or jacuzzi, ensuring 
optimal performance and 
longevity. From routine 
cleaning and chemical 
balancing to equipment 
inspections and repairs, 
the dedicated team stands 
ready to preserve the pris-
tine condition of your pool.

Imagine diving into your 
very own perfect pool just 
two weeks after entrust-
ing Mister Pool with your 
vision. Mister Pool aims 
to make that dream a real-

ity – and before you know 
it, you will be able to take 
the plunge to beat the Car-
ibbean heat in your own 
backyard.

Discover Mister Pool at 87 
Rue de Sandy Ground in 
Nettle Bay or contact +590-
690-378-845 for a trans-
formative outdoor experi-
ence.
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In the hustle and bustle of 
our daily lives, the bath-
room serves as a sanctuary 
– a place for relaxation and 
self-care. However, it can 
be somewhat challenging to 
maintain a serene atmos-
phere amidst the clutter and 
chaos. But with a few simple 
strategies, you can transform 
your bathroom into an or-
ganised oasis where relaxa-
tion and rejuvenation reign 
supreme.

Step 1: Decluttering

Begin your journey to bath-
room bliss by decluttering with 
purpose. Channel your inner 
Marie Kondo by assessing each 
item in your bathroom and ask 
yourself, “Does this spark joy?” 
If not: time to say your good-
byes. Dispose of expired prod-
ucts, empty bottles, and items 
you no longer use. Simplify 
your space to create a serene 
environment for your self-care 
moments.

Step 2: Storing

Effective storage is essential to 
bathroom organisation. Invest 
in storage solutions tailored to 
your needs, such as drawer or-
ganisers, under-sink cabinets, 
or floating shelves. Utilise ver-
tical space to maximise stor-
age without sacrificing your 

Organising for bathroom bliss
precious square footage. Clear 
containers can corral smaller 
items like cotton swabs and 
hair accessories while main-
taining visual harmony.

Step 3: Designing

Opt for sleek, streamlined 
designs in fixtures and acces-
sories to create an uncluttered 
ambiance. Choose neutral 
colour schemes and natural 
materials to evoke a spa-like 
atmosphere. Remember, less is 
more when it comes to foster-
ing tranquillity.

Design your bathroom layout 
with functionality and acces-
sibility in mind. Arrange fre-
quently used items within easy 
reach and prioritise accessi-
bility for all family members. 
Install hooks for towels and 
robes, place essentials within 
arm’s reach, and ensure ad-
equate lighting for self-care 
tasks.

Step 4: Enhancing

Enhance the tranquil ambi-
ance of your bathroom retreat 
by incorporating relaxing ele-
ments such as aromatic can-
dles, soothing essential oils 
and plush towels. Consider 
adding greenery or artwork to 
personalise your home-spa ex-
perience.

Step 5: Maintaining

Consistency is key to main-
taining an organised bath-
room oasis. Establish a daily 
maintenance routine to keep 
clutter at bay and preserve the 
serenity by dedicating a few 
minutes each day to tidying 
up counter tops, wiping down 
surfaces, and returning items 
to their designated spot.

Step 6: Refreshing

As your needs and prefer-
ences evolve, so too should 
your bathroom organisation 
strategy. Regularly edit your 
belongings by discarding ex-
pired products and donating 
items you no longer use and 
refresh your space with up-
dates, whether it’s swapping 
out linens or introducing new 
decor elements that suit your 
mood.
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