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From Louis Mussington
President of the Territorial Council of Saint Martin

On behalf of the government of Sint 
Maarten, it is my honour to extend 
heartfelt wishes to the people of our 
beautiful island as we celebrate Saint 
Martin / Sint Maarten Day. This is 
more than just a holiday; it’s a celebra-
tion of our culture, our shared history, 
and the profound unity we hold as two 
nations, one island. Saint Martin / Sint 
Maarten Day is a time when we reflect 
on our past, renew our commitment to 
one another, and embrace our future 
with pride, resilience, and a steadfast 
determination.

T
his year, as we honour our island, 
we also honour the strength of 
our people. In the face of adver-

sity – whether natural challenges, eco-
nomic shifts, or the everyday obstacles 
that come with building a nation – we 
have shown the world our resilience. We 
have rebuilt, stood strong and, most im-
portantly, we have done so together. This 
unity is the lifeblood of our island, a re-
minder that no matter what may come, 
we are stronger when we stand side by 
side, rooted in love for our land and each 
other.

Saint Martin / Sint Maarten Day is also 
a call to action, a call to remember the 
legacy left by our ancestors and the re-
sponsibility we carry to shape a brighter 
future. Our vision for Sint Maarten is 
clear: A thriving, sustainable, and inclu-
sive society where every individual has 
the opportunity to prosper. We are taking 
steps to strengthen our economy, protect 
our environment, and build resilient in-
frastructure to withstand the challenges 
of a changing world. Every project, every 
policy, and every decision we make is a 
step toward building a Sint Maarten that 
generations to come can be proud of.

Dear fellow citizens, 

This year, it is the turn of the French side to organise 
the official program of the Saint Martin Day festivi-
ties. We will be in French Quarter on Monday, No-
vember 11, to celebrate the fête of our island together 
with our counterparts from Sint Maarten. 

N
ovember 11, 2024, is a special day as it marks 
the 65th anniversary of the commemoration 
of Saint Martin Day, which was initiated by Dr. 

Hubert Petit and Dr. Claude Wathey on November 11, 
1959. 

Saint Martin Day is dedicated to our history, culture and 
heritage. It unites us and makes us stronger together 
through the attachment to our beautiful island and our 
strong identity. For all these reasons, we are all involved 
in this celebration and I am happy to share it with the 
entire population in a spirit of harmony and unity.

The island of Saint Martin has a rich historical past; our 
identity is built on the love of our land and our heritage. 
We are fortunate to live in such a beautiful and welcom-
ing country. 

Saint Martin / Sint Maarten Day Messages

I continue to believe that the island of Saint Martin is a 
land of opportunities; its inhabitants are endowed with 
unfailing resilience and always emerge stronger from ad-
versity. Let us remain confident in the future and continue 
to build in cooperation the future of our children.

May the celebration of Saint Martin Day bring you joy 
and serenity with your family and loved ones. Let us take 
advantage of these important moments to strengthen ties 
and cherish our culture.

Happy Saint Martin Day!

From Dr. Luc Mercelina
Prime Minister of Sint Maarten

To our citizens, both here and abroad, I 
encourage you to celebrate our unique 
heritage, our diversity, and the natural 
beauty that makes our island a gem of the 
Caribbean. As you gather with family, 
friends, and loved ones, let’s keep alive 
the spirit of togetherness that defines 
who we are. Let this day remind us of the 
deep ties we share, and the incredible fu-
ture we are building – together.

On this Saint Martin / Sint Maarten Day, 
let us stand tall, united, and proud. Let us 
honour our past, celebrate our present, 
and embrace our future with hope and 
optimism. May our island continue to 
shine as a beacon of resilience, strength, 
and unity.

Happy Saint Martin / Sint Maarten Day 
to all!

From Lyndon Lewis
Minister of Justice and Acting 
Minister of Education, Culture, 
Youths & Sports of Sint Maarten

Today, we celebrate Sint Maarten – a 
place that many of us, like me, proudly 
call home. I stand before you as a prod-
uct of our public schools, humbled and 
proud to serve as your Minister of Jus-
tice and the Minister of Education. 

This journey from the classrooms of our 
community to a seat in government is 
one I could not have envisioned without 
the support of our people and the oppor-
tunities this beautiful island has afforded 
me. St. Maarten is indeed a place where 
dreams come true.

On this Sint Maarten Day, we honour 
not just the journey of those born here, 
but also of those who came to our shores 
seeking a better life. Our island has al-
ways been a welcoming place; embrac-
ing new faces and helping people from 
all walks of life find a place to belong, to 
grow, and to thrive. This is our strength 
and our legacy as a people – unity, resil-
ience, and the shared desire for a better 
tomorrow.

As we gather with friends and family to-
day, I encourage each of you to take a mo-
ment to give thanks for all that we have 
and all that we continue to build together. 
St. Maarten is not only a destination; it is 
a promise – a promise of hope, progress, 
and prosperity.

As a member of this government and as 
your incoming Member of Parliament, I 
am dedicated to fulfilling the trust you 
have placed in me. I am committed to 
doing what must be done and what you 
expect me to do. Together, let us contin-

ue to work toward a future we can all be 
proud of – a future where every citizen 
can find success; every family can live in 
peace; and every child can believe that 
they, too, can achieve their dreams.

Let us celebrate Sint Maarten with love, 
gratitude, and unity. Happy Sint Maarten 
Day!
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By Alita Singh

“Being a woman with 
pride, I would rise against 
the storms, and continue 
on again.” These words 
were strung together in 
the now extinct handwrit-
ing of the island’s Grand 
Dame of Art, Ruby Bute, 
who rested her paintbrush 
and stilled her words in 
eternal silence on Novem-
ber 5. 

B
ute, a beloved cultural 
icon and pioneering 
artist, has left behind 

an extraordinary legacy in 
Caribbean art, poetry, and 
education. Known for her 
deeply expressive style and 
vibrant depictions of Carib-
bean life, Bute captured the 
heart and soul of this island 
of her heart in her artwork 
and writing.

Born in Aruba on January 
13, 1943, to St. Maarten 
parents, she started paint-
ing as a child, developing 
her unique voice as an artist 
inspired by the vibrant co-
lours and natural beauty of 
the Caribbean. Her paint-
ings often focused on local 
landscapes, women, and 

Grand Dame of Art, Ruby Bute,
leaves island an enduring legacy

CONTINUED ON PG. 7

daily life – and she used 
these themes to reflect the 
beauty and resilience of Ca-
ribbean culture.

Throughout her career, 
Bute exhibited widely, in-
cluding at the once famed 
Nanette Bearden Fine Art 
Gallery on Front Street 

in St. Maarten, where her 
work captivated audiences 
from around the world.

In 2009, she founded the 
Silk Cotton Grove Art Gal-
lery under a historic silk 
cotton tree on her prop-
erty in Friar’s Bay, St. Mar-
tin. This space became a 

cherished community hub, 
where Bute celebrated local 
talent, taught workshops, 
and inspired the next gen-
eration of St. Martin’s art-
ists.

Beyond her visual art, 
Bute was an accomplished 
poet. Her poetry collec-
tion – Golden Voices of 
S’maatin (House of Nehesi 
Publishers 1989) – captures 

her profound love for her 
homeland and her heritage. 
In one of her best-loved 
lines, she wrote, “Art will 
be the medium to take us 
into discovery, adventure & 
independence – art makes 
our dreams come true,” a 
sentiment that underlines 
her belief in art as a uni-
fying and transformative 
force for St. Martin.

Bute was the first local 
woman to publish a volume 
of poetry. Her poems – col-
lected in her first book, a 
seminal work – are funda-
mental to forming a body of 
“S’maatin” literature.

Her second book of verse 
with illustrations – Floral 
Bouquets to the Daughters 



The Daily Herald, November 8, 2024  ST. MARTIN / ST. MAARTEN DAY SPECIAL 2024 7

Ruby Bute
of Eve – was published in 
2000, by Columbia Publish-
ers, San Francisco, Cali-
fornia. This book was re-
published again in 2000. It 
is a tribute to women of all 
walks of life.

Daughter of Eve, as the 
book is referred to, came 
at a most appropriate 
time, according to Bute at 
the time of its publishing. 
Delving further, she had 
explained that was a time 

CONTINUED FROM  PG. 6

when women have some-
what lost the true sense of 
their values.

This volume of verse is as 
diverse as a bouquet of 
flowers, but the central 
theme is what manner of 
woman we can be. Bute 
celebrated life in its most 
trying forms – struggles 
can be redeeming. The au-
tobiographical flavour of 
her analysis adds sincerity 
and profundity to the real-

ity which depicts the truth 
and forcefulness.

In recognition of her cul-
tural contributions, Bute 
was knighted in 2005 by 
Queen Beatrix of the Neth-
erlands and awarded the 
Order of Orange-Nassau. 
This honour highlighted 
her role as a cultural am-
bassador and her com-
mitment to preserving St. 
Martin’s traditions through 
both art and mentorship. 
Her knighthood serves as 
a testament to her lifelong 
dedication to elevating Ca-
ribbean culture and history.

Tributes have flooded in 
from around the commu-
nity, attesting to her influ-
ence. Sabrina Charville, 
president of the Coffee 
& Soda Biscuits Associa-
tion, hailed Bute as “Our 
S’maatin Golden Icon”, not-

ing how her work elevated 
the island’s cultural iden-
tity. In her honour, the as-
sociation organized a trib-
ute concert featuring local 
groups, such as The Gun-
slingers Steel Band and the 
Jolly Boyz, to celebrate her 
impact on generations of 
islanders.

Bute’s legacy lives on in her 
art, poetry, and the lives she 
touched with her warmth 
and creativity. Her work 
continues to evoke the spir-
it of St. Martin, preserv-
ing its beauty and cultural 
heritage for generations to 
come.

The announcement of her 
passing on the Silk Cotton 
Grove Art Gallery Facebook 
page described the beloved 
matriarch as a SXM icon, 
an ambassador of culture, 
a cherished soul, an artist, a 

poet, and a friend to many. 
“Ruby touched countless 
lives with her warmth, cre-
ativity, and spirit. Her loss 
leaves a void that will never 
be filled, but her legacy and 
memories will live on in our 
hearts.”

While celebrating her lega-
cy, but mourning her loss, 
her family members have 
extended their deepest 
gratitude for the outpour-
ing of love, calls, and mes-

sages from the community: 
“Your support is truly ap-
preciated. However, we 
kindly ask for privacy and 
a moment to mourn… We 
thank you for your under-
standing and compassion 
as we navigate this period 
of loss.” 

In accordance with the 
family’s wishes, there will 
be no visits until further 
notice.



ST. MARTIN / ST. MAARTEN DAY SPECIAL 2024 The Daily Herald, November 8, 20248





ST. MARTIN / ST. MAARTEN DAY SPECIAL 2024 The Daily Herald, November 8, 202410

Now officially retired, 
Dr. Jay Haviser has spent 
decades digging into the 
rich layers of Dutch Car-
ibbean history, from in-
digenous settlements to 
more modern discoveries. 
With four decades of ex-
perience as an archaeolo-
gist and founder of the St. 
Maarten Archaelogical 
Centre SIMARC, his work 
sheds light on the complex 
identity of the island of St. 
Martin.

A
lthough St. Maarten 
remains his home 
base, Haviser’s ar-

Connecting past and present
with Dr. Jay Haviser

chaeological work spans 
all six islands in the Carib-
bean part of the Kingdom. 
Besides SIMARC, Hav-
iser also founded Bonaire 
Achaeological Institute 
BONAI in 2003, and Saba 
Archaeological Center SA-
BARC in 2012.

Connection

According to Haviser, ar-
chaeology is not just about 
finding artefacts – it is a 
way of connecting past and 
present, and understanding 
how history shapes con-
temporary cultural iden-

tity. “Heritage and archaeo-
logical research is about 
revealing who we are now 
in the perspective of who 
we were in the past,” Hav-
iser explains.

Central to his work is the 
belief that, first and fore-
most, archaeology should 
serve the community. For 
him, it’s all about making 
history relevant to the peo-
ple of the island. “After all, 
it’s the community’s herit-
age,” he says, stressing the 
importance of ensuring that 
local people understand 
and appreciate the history 
that has shaped their iden-
tity. Haviser’s work goes be-
yond academic discovery; 
it’s about creating a sense of 
pride and awareness within 
the local community.

That is why, in recent years, 
his focus has shifted to-
wards integrating com-
munity engagement with 
scientific research. “I’m try-
ing to find a greater balance 
between the needs of sci-
entific investigation to un-
derstand what happened in 

history, and the values and 
interests of the community, 
because it is, after all, their 
heritage,” he says. 

Education

In this regard, Haviser’s 
educational initiatives have 
been the cornerstone of his 
legacy. Over the years, he 
has launched youth pro-
grammes on St. Maarten, 
Saba and Bonaire, aimed 
at teaching children and 
teens about the importance 
of archaeology and cultural 
heritage. Through hands-
on fieldwork and active 
participation in scientific 
investigations, these young 
people become directly in-
volved in uncovering their 
own history. 

His work aims to instil in 
young people an under-
standing of their cultural 
heritage, not only to help 
them appreciate its value, 
but to encourage them to 
consider careers in the sci-
ences. “Even if they don’t 
become archaeologists, 
the goal is to foster an ap-

preciation for the value of 
science and the importance 
of their own cultural herit-
age,” he says.

Haviser is very proud of the 
fact that many of his for-
mer students have become 
involved in the scientific 
field, whether in engineer-
ing, environmental stud-
ies, or other fields. That 
is really important to him 
because he believes our 
communities need more 
local scientists. “My role is 
to get young people to real-
ise that things like heritage 

have long-term value and 
are worth preserving.”

In 2023, BONAI under-
went a historic transi-
tion, as Haviser’s former 
students, now grown into 
accomplished profession-
als within the community, 
including doctors and law-
yers, became board mem-
bers during the founda-
tion’s 20th anniversary. 

The entire former board 
stepped down, including 
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Haviser filming a heritage 
commercial with SIMARC students.

Haviser during early research 
cooperation with the French side at 
the Hope Estate site in 1993.

STUFFED CRAB 
BACKS

Ingredients
Crab meat (if you don’t 
have the actual crab shells 
to stuff, you can use small 
ramekins or imitation 
crab)
3 tablespoons butter
1 onion, chopped
1 tomato, chopped
3 tablespoons chopped 
chives
1 tablespoon Worces-
tershire sauce
Salt and freshly 
ground black pepper 
to taste
Dry bread crumbs 
(left over baguette)

Method
Preheat top grill ele-
ment in your oven.
Melt butter then add 
onion, tomato and 
chives.
Cook until translu-
cent; remove from 
heat.
Stir in picked over 
crabmeat, Worces-
tershire sauce, salt, 
and black pepper.

Eat, drink, and be merry!
Fill shells from crab backs 
or ¾-fill small ramekins 
with the crab mixture.
Sprinkle with bread crumbs 
over the top then dot each 
one with some butter.
Set crab stuff shells or ra-
mekins on baking sheet 
and pop under the grill ele-
ment until golden.

PUMPKIN JOHNNY 
CAKES

Ingredients
1 cup cooked mashed 
pumpkin
1 lb flour
2 teaspoons baking powder
2 teaspoons salt
¼ teaspoon white sugar
1 cup vegetable oil
Warm milk

Method
Combine pumpkin, flour, 
baking powder, salt and 
sugar. 

Add enough warm 
milk to make a stiff 
dough.
Knead well until 
dough is smooth and 
all lumps have disap-
peared.
Form into balls and 
flatten/roll out.
Place on floured 
board; cover and al-
low to stand for 20-30 
minutes.
Heat oil in frying pan; 
gently slip a couple of 
the flattened balls into 
the hot oil.
Don’t overcrowd the 
pan.
Cook till golden on 
both sides; watch you 

Here are some adapted recipes from various households on the island. Have fun cooking and eating. 
Happy Saint Martin / Sint Maarten Day!

a couple of times 
with a fork and 
brush the tops 
with milk.
Bake in the oven 
at 375° F for 15-
20 minutes – the 
cakes should be 
slightly browned 
on top and cooked 
through.
Test by sticking 
a knife in them; 
it should come 
out clean with no 

crumbs attached.

PUMPKIN FRITTERS 

Ingredients
1 cup flour
½ teaspoon baking pow-
der
4 tablespoons sugar
1 teaspoon salt
1 teaspoon ground cinna-
mon 
1 egg, lightly beaten
2 cups milk
2 pounds pumpkin, 
mashed or pureed
Oil for frying

CONTINUED ON PG. 12

don’t want to burn 
the Johnny cakes.
Split open while 
warm and spread 
with a tomato chut-
ney and a slice of 
strong cheese.

BAKED JOHNNY 
CAKES 

Ingredients
3 cups flour
1 pinch of salt
1¼ cups full fat milk*
3 teaspoons baking powder
½ cup cold butter or short-
ening
2 teaspoons sugar (option-
al)

Method
Preheat the oven to 375° F.
Sift the flour, baking pow-
der and salt into a large 
mixing bowl.
Stir in the sugar (optional).
Using the butter straight 
from the fridge, grate it into 
the bowl.
Use your (clean) fingers to 
rub the butter into the flour 
mixture; raising your hands 
high to allow air in. Carry 

on until the mixture looks 
like bread crumbs.
Gradually stir the milk into 
the mixture. You might not 
need to use all the milk – 
it’s enough when the dough 
holds together when you 
press it into a ball.
Put the ball of dough onto 
a clean floured surface and 
knead using the heel of your 
hands, for about a minute.
Divide the dough into 12 
pieces and form into balls.
Place the dough balls onto 
your greased baking tray 
and flatten each one down 
with the palm of your hand 
so they are ½ inch thick.
Prod the top of each cake 
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The streets of Marigot burst with bright colours and island pride, 
when the Unity Flag Children’s Parade took place, followed by a 
Unity Youth Concert held at the Jean-Louis Vanterpool Stadium. The 
Unity Flag and its colours and symbols were splashed across every-
thing from dresses to T-shirts, in the vibrant celebration which in-
cluded hundreds of schoolchildren.

The event was organised by the Collectivité, the school libraries (Bib-

liothèque Centre Documentaire BCD) and the extracurricular activi-
ties section of Caisse Territorial des Oeuvres Scolaires (CTOS).

President Louis Mussington was present to welcome the children. 
The Collectivité thanked BCD coordinator Hélène Hanson, the CTOS 
after-school services and the Directorate of Cultural Action for the 
morning dedicated to showcasing cultural heritage and valuing the 
flag as a symbol of unity.

Celebrating the Unity Flag
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